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This study explores the personalities of Ven Master Sheng Yen and how his characteristics led his ways in
spreading and practicing Dharma.

The reason why each organization/group differs from each other is due to theirdistinctive core values. Such
differences are originated from the inner cores of the founders. As one's inner core may refer to the characteristics
dwelt in a man, these features are generally derived from two sources - the innate one and the acquired one.

At first glance, it seems the innate features are something to be born with; yet, from Buddhism's point of view,
they are the accumulation of Karma in successive past lives; hence, will be affected by the interaction among one with
him/herself, the people, the objects, and the events in one's present life. Based on this idea, this research discusses
how Ven Master Sheng Yens' characteristics are molded by his life experiences.

This study takes the autobiography of Ven Master Sheng Yen as the axis, accompanying with the discussion of
his interaction with people, objects, and events he had experienced. Through the inquiry, this research summarizes the
innate features of Ven Master Sheng Yen while further verifying if the features result in his unique ways of spreading
and practicing Dharma. Though the topic of this research is a single object only, it reveals more insights on Ven

Master Sheng Yen's thought system to the common.
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